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Getting to Know Jesus – The Gospel of Mark 
Mark 15:40-16:8 
“Jesus: the One Who is Risen” – April 16, 2017	 
 
Introduction  
 
Good Friday has passed. Jesus, after being betrayed, falsely accused and crucified, is buried 
in the tomb of a rich man. Three of the women who faithfully served Jesus during His ministry 
stand at a distance, while Joseph of Arimathea, who stood at a distance during Jesus’ 
ministry steps in. At great risk to his position in the council and before Rome, Joseph asks 
Pilate for the body of Jesus and provides a proper burial. Saturday proves to be a dark day 
of despair and hopelessness for all. But this is far from the end. Sunday morning brings a new 
day and a new hope, for Christ has risen from the dead! But the celebration is not the end of 
a task. Instead it is the beginning. With this Easter hope in tow, Jesus sends His people out to 
proclaim the good news and make disciples of all nations.   

 
Pray 
 
Before you begin, take some time to ask God to help you understand His word, to reveal 
what needs to change in you, and for the grace to follow Him in response.  
 
Sermon Outline  

 
I. Biblical faith trusts God and acts on the truth (15:40-46) 
II. Biblical faith is fueled by an unfailing hope (16:1-8) 

 
Read & Discuss 
 
1) Read Mark 15:40-46 

 
Joseph had followed Jesus secretly for some time, but now he goes public in His support. 
How does Joseph illustrate the difference between a faith that agrees with the truth and 
a faith that acts on the truth? Why does it take courage for Joseph to ask for Jesus’ body? 
Are there ways you’re following Jesus, but keeping it under wraps for fear of what you 
may lose? What difference does it make that Joseph was looking for the kingdom of God 
rather than trying to build his own kingdom?      
 
Additional reading: James 2:19, John 19:38-39, Mark 8:34-35, Matthew 21:28-32 
 

2) Read Mark 15:47-16:8 
 
The resurrection was as difficult to believe and understand for the disciples as it is for 
many of us today. You may not be able to prove the resurrection from an experiment, but 
all the evidence points to the fact that the resurrection happened: the empty tomb, the 
many witnesses, and the change in the disciples. In other words, the best (and only) way 
to explain the events of history is the resurrection.  
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The courage to follow Jesus comes from the hope the resurrection provides. What 
difference does the resurrection make for our forgiveness (1 Cor. 15:17, Rom. 4:25)? When 
the angel instructs the disciples to meet Jesus in Galilee, He’s calling them to action, to 
mission. What does the fact that Jesus calls broken, sinful people to that task say about 
Him? What does it say about how we are able to accomplish the task? What are some of 
the fears that keep you from stepping out in obedience? What difference does the 
resurrection make regarding the fears we have that keep us from courageous obedience 
in this life?  

 
Additional reading: Matthew 16:18, 1 Corinthians 15, Romans 4:25, Matthew 28:16-20 

 
Prayer of Response  
 
Spend time praying together in response to God’s word for His help and greater faith to 
follow Him in the week to come.  

 
If you missed the sermon on Sunday or would like to listen again, visit our website at 
http://firstbaptistum.com/media.php?pageID=6  


